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In this session, you’ll learn: 

•  Overview of digital publishing ecosystem 

•  ePubs: What are they? How can I make 
them? How are they consumed? 

•  Reflowable vs. fixed-layout ePub 

•  Optimal use cases for each format 

•  Creating reflowable & fixed-layout ePubs 
in Adobe InDesign CC 
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The Digital Publishing Ecosystem 
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Layout Adapts To Different 
Device Sizes ✔
 ✔
 ✔✔
 ✔✔


Reader Availability On 
Devices ✔✔
 ✔
 ✔✔
 ✔✔✔


Out of the Box 
eCommerce / Store Support ✔
 ✔✔✔
 ✔✔✔
 ✗


Simple For Designers To 
Create ✔✔✔
 ✔✔
 ✔✔✔
 ✔


Accessible ✔✔
 ✗
 ✔✔
 ✔✔✔


Secure/Offline Deployable ✔✔✔
 ✗
 ✔✔✔
 ✔✔✔


✔
 ✔✔
 ✔✔
 ✔✔✔

Support for 

Mobile Interactivity 

The Digital Publishing Ecosystem 

© 2014 Adobe Systems Incorporated.  All Rights Reserved.  Adobe Confidential. 



What is an ePub? 
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= 



What is an ePub? 
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http://idpf.org 



Prep source file 

How are ePubs typically made? 
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Final validation Upload Rough proof Edit the EPUB file 



Which devices support which features?  
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https://www.bisg.org/epub-3-support-grid 



Most Popular Platforms 
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Amazon Kindle Fire devices 
Amazon Kindle eInk devices 
Kindle App on all desktop/mobile platforms 
 
Apple iPad and iPhone 
iBooks App on all desktop and mobile platforms 

Barnes and Noble Nook devices 
Nook App on all desktop and mobile platforms 

Kobo devices 
Kobo App on all desktop and mobile platforms 



Adobe’s Platform for eBooks 
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Download the whitepaper at http://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook.html 



Is the eBook business significant? (2012) 
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•  Update (2014): US ebook market worth $3B 

•  Update (2014): eBooks account for 30% of trade publishing  

•  Amazon has ~220M active eBook accounts, Apple has 2x 

•  Fiction, young adult & children markets continue to lead 

https://www.bisg.org 



What Kind of Content? 
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•  Novels & Non-fiction 

•  Documentation 

•  Text-rich content 

•  Text Books/Training 

•  Illustrations, maps, interactive content 

•  Design and media rich content 



How important are these? 

Typeface design, size, weight, set, variation, and style; 

Position of text and graphics on the page; 

Line and page breaks; 

Line spacing; 

Margins and page layout; 

Quality of text and graphic images; 

General appearance—color, texture, and mood. 
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Reflowable vs. Fixed Layout 
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Reflowable vs. Fixed Layout 

A Reflowable EPUB is an 
eBook format tailored to 
modify the presentation and 
appearance of the content 
in an e-reader device. 

A Fixed Layout EPUB is an eBook format 
which follows the appearance and presentation 
of its printed counterpart. 
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Pedigree of Adobe’s ePub support 
 
 

Continuing to build on more than seven years of EPUB creation… 
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InDesign CS3 
2007 

InDesign CS4 
2008 

InDesign CS5 
2010 

InDesign CS5.5 
2011 

InDesign CS6 
2012 

InDesignCC 
2014 

Initial support 
for EPUB 

export 
via script 

‘Export 
for 

Digital Editions’ 

Complete rewrite 
of EPUB export to 

now be 
native feature 

of InDesign 

First EPUB3 
support 

First Fixed 
Layout Export 



The premise of EPUB development in InDesign 
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Make it simple to create 
EPUB from InDesign 

Enable people to create 
the most beautiful 

EPUB possible 

Reduce the number of 
reasons that someone 
might have to ‘crack’ 
the EPUB after export 



EPUB enhancements….more than just a couple of bullets on a slide… 

96 Pages detailing the specific changes made just to 
InDesign’s EPUB export capability since InDesign CS6… 

EPUB Changes CC 9.2 T 

o 10.0 

Douglas Waterfall 
Architect, InDesign Engineering douglas.waterfall@adobe.com 

Previous Change Documents 
InDesign_EPUB_Changes_from-CS6-to-CC 
InDesign_EPUB_Changes_CC_9.0_to_9.2 

EPUB Changes CC 10.0 To 10.1  

Douglas Waterfall douglas.waterfall@adobe.com 

Previous Change Documents 
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InDesign_EPUB_Changes_from-CS6-to-CC 
InDesign_EPUB_Changes_CC_9.0_to_9.2 
InDesign_EPUB_Changes_CC 9.2 to 10.0 



Reflowable EPUB capabilities introduced over the last few versions of InDesign 

Direct export from 
InDesign to EPUB2 or 

EPUB3 standard 
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The Articles panel declares 
what content you want in 

your EPUB and the order of 
that content 

Map your print styles to 
EPUB equivalents 



•  Animation 

•  Timing 

• Media (Audio & Video) 

• Multi State Objects 

•  Buttons 

•  Hyperlinks on Text and 
Objects 

•  Hyperlinks to pages and 
cross references 

•  Hyperlinks generated from 
TOC and Index 

•  Bookmarks 

•  Edge Animate files as OAM 
(Open Ajax Metadata) 

Fixed Layout EPUB & Support for all native forms of Interactivity — InDesign CC 2014 
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EPUB Interactivity Preview in InDesign CC 2014 
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EPUB Readers with EPUB 3 support for media-rich documents 
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InDesign EPUB best practices and cautions 
 
 

•  Digital Intent 

•  Readable Fonts 

•  Proper use of Styles 

•  Test and Preview Interactivity 

•  Understand Digital Readers’ 
Capabilities and Limitations 
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InDesign and EPUB resources 

Field Guide to Fixed Layout for E-Books 
https://www.bisg .org/publications/field-guide-fixed-layout-e-books 

Export content for EPUB from InDesign HELP 
http://helpx .adobe.com/indesign/using/expor t-content-epub-cc.html 

How to Design Fixed Layout EPUB 
https://helpx .adobe.com/indesign/how-to/ebook-fixed-layout.html?set=indesign--whats-new--2014-06 

EPUB Changes by Douglas Waterfall (PDF documents): 

From CS6 to CC_9.0 
http://helpx .adobe.com/pdf/InDesign_EPUB_Changes_from-CS6-to-
CC.pdf 
From CC_9.0 to CC_9.2 
http://helpx .adobe.com/content/dam/help/en/indesign/InDesign_EPUB_Changes_CC_9.0_to_9.2.pdf  

 
From CC_9.2 to CC June 2014_10.0 
http://helpx .adobe.com/content/dam/help/en/indesign/InDesign_EPUB_Changes_CC_9.2_to_10.0.pdf 

 
From CC_10.0 to CC_10.1 
http://helpx .adobe.com/content/dam/help/en/indesign/InDesign_EPUB_Changes_CC_10.0_to_10.1.pdf 

 
InDesign CC Help 
http://helpx .adobe.com/pdf/indesign_reference.pdf 
 
InDesign Features 
http://www.adobe.com/products/indesign/features.html 
 
InDesign: Versions Comparison 
http://www.adobe.com/products/indesign/versions.html 
 
Adobe eBook Platform Website 
http://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook .html 
 
Adobe eBook Platform White Paper 
http://adobe.ly/1vtXSja 
 
Adobe Digital Editions 
http://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions.html 
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